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“Education is the gatekeeper to success,
and all kids deserve to pass through the gate.” 

–Shea Culpepper
Director of Teacher Education

University of Houston

University of Houston
College of Education

Farish Hall
3657 Cullen Blvd.

Houston, Texas 77204

University of Houston
Hilton Hotel

4450 University Drive
Houston, TX 77204

uh.edu/education/
713-743-5000

#HATC

STUDENTS: Please complete this online form to let us know which 
HATC sessions you attended and to evaluate them.

http://www.uh.edu/education/
https://tinyurl.com/eval452019
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HATC Conference & Student Teacher Job Fair

Dee Knox
Principal, Dulles Middle School

Fort Bend ISD

    
Michael McDonough
Principal, Bellaire High School

Houston ISD

    
Ruben Rodriguez
Principal, DeZavala Elementary

Channelview ISD

    
LaDon Ward
Principal, Conley Elementary

Aldine ISD

1:30-2:30 p.m. (May graduates only)

2:30-3:30 p.m. (Open to all attendees)

8:00-8:45 a.m.
Conrad Hilton Ballroom, Hilton UH

8:45-10:00 a.m.
Conrad Hilton Ballroom, Hilton UH

WELCOME & OVERVIEW

PANEL PRESENTATION

PANEL DISCUSSANT

10:15-11:15 a.m.
Farish Hall

12:30-1:30 p.m.

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Farish Hall 

JOB FAIR
Conrad Hilton Ballroom, Hilton UH

Amber Thompson
University of Houston

Shea Culpepper
University of Houston

GENERAL SESSION

MORNING REGISTRATION

Conference Session 2

Conference Session 1

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
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Expectations of a First-Year Teacher 
Our workshop will focus on transitioning to the professional environment, the “science” of 
teaching and the “art” of teaching. This interactive session will give you the necessary skill 
set to effectively navigate your first year and allow you to be a change agent and difference 
maker. You can do more than just survive your first year — you can thrive!

Presented by: Juan Santos, Tomball ISD; Michelle Martin, Cypress-Fairbanks ISD
Room: 232 (capacity 70)

Create Happiness in Your Everyday Life by Managing Stress, Creating a Positive 
Mindset and Building Good Habits 
If you are like most new teachers, you have a busy life juggling work, family, friends and 
other commitments. Such a life may lead you to feel more stressed and less happy, which 
can negatively impact your performance at school. This talk will teach you how to use 
research-based practical strategies to create happiness in your everyday life by managing 
stress, creating a positive mindset and building good habits. By consciously creating 
happiness in your busy everyday schedule, you will reduce stress and improve your 
performance to fulfill your commitments, including being the best teacher you can be.

Presented by: Angélica Ribeiro, University of St. Thomas
Room: 208 (capacity 25)

Special Education Teachers – Tips for Success
This workshop will provide effective strategies for the aspiring special education teacher. 
We will discuss how to interact appropriately with students in each of the 13 categories of 
disability and how to be an effective case manager. From the interview to the classroom, 
these are the topics that will make you a shining star.

Presented by: Kay Kerr, Channelview ISD; Gloria Roach, Channelview ISD
Room: 211 (capacity 50)

Session 1
10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.
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The 403B: YOUR Educator Retirement Plan
Learn the basics of your 403B retirement plan. We will discuss what it is, how to enroll 
and the benefits of the plan. Prepare for your future now with a plan designed just for 
you.

Presented by: Cesar Olivares, SWBC Investment Services
Room: 215 (capacity 50)

Educator Boundaries and Social Media 
This presentation addresses what a teacher needs to know to build appropriate educator/
student relationships. It addresses the boundaries between students and teachers in 
communication and legal issues teachers face with social media.

Presented by: Kim Alvarez, Alvin ISD
Room: 219 (capacity 50)

What to Do When You Don’t Know What to Do:  
Ethical Decision-Making for Teachers
From grades and testing to parent interactions and social media, teachers face difficult 
situations in which they must make ethical decisions. What do you do when you don’t 
know what to do? Use an ethical decision-making model as a framework for gathering 
information, documenting your decision-making process and implementing a plan of 
action. Come learn about ethical decision-making models and practice applying them in 
educational dilemmas.

Presented by: John T. Spoede, Houston Baptist University; Polly Trevino, Houston Baptist 
University; Angie Durand, Houston Baptist University
Room: 213 (capacity 50)

Finding the Right Fit For a Job
What is the key to having a successful start to your career? One of the most important 
things when considering whether to accept a position in a district and at a school: Is this 
a perfect fit for me? Attend this session if you want to learn some factors to consider 
when making your final decision to accept a position.

Presented by: Karen Cossey, Spring Branch ISD; Marty Moffett, Pasadena ISD
Room: 307 (capacity 50)
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The Stories Behind Your Students: How Empathy Impacts A Classroom 
Every student that walks through your classroom door will have a story that shapes 
and impacts how he/she approaches learning. A teacher has the power and privilege to 
influence students’ perceptions of both themselves and the learning process. Educators 
are entrusted with the task of preparing students to navigate an increasingly complex 
world, and empathy may be the most powerful skill set for educators as they begin to 
make connections with their students. Come to this session to discover how looking 
through an empathic lens will help you to build relationships and understand the story 
behind each of your students. You will leave knowing more about the students in our 
schools today and with concrete activities that you can use as you begin your adventure 
in your own classroom. 

Presented by: Debra Campbell, Houston ISD; Michael McDonough, Houston ISD
Room: 302 (capacity 50)

Strategies for Getting Your First Secondary Teaching Job 
An interactive workshop designed to help you land your first job. Strategies include 
proper etiquette and how to answer interview questions that put you on the top of every 
principal’s list. (for spring 2019 graduates ONLY)

Presented by: Robert Laird, Channelview ISD; Cynthia Benitez, Channelview ISD
Room: 218 (capacity 50) 

Strategies for Getting Your First Elementary Teaching Job 
An interactive workshop designed to help you land your first job. Strategies include 
proper etiquette and how to answer and ask the “hooking questions” that put you on the 
top of every principal’s list. (for spring 2019 graduates ONLY)

Presented by: Nathan Boughton, Aldine ISD; Scott Corrick, Aldine ISD
Room: 222A (capacity 50)

Teaching English Language Learners Effectively in Your First Year 
This session will help new graduates understand how students are identified, served and
progressed in their linguistic abilities through bilingual or ESL programs. After receiving 
an overview of state requirements for school districts and recent research in the field, 
participants will learn firsthand how Channelview ISD is implementing a successful dual 
language program one grade level per year.

Presented by: Magdalena Garcia, Channelview ISD
Room: 210 (capacity 32)
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Expectations of a First-Year Teacher
Our workshop will focus on transitioning to the professional environment, the “science” 
of teaching and the “art” of teaching. This interactive session will give you the necessary 
skill set to effectively navigate your first year and allow you to be a change agent and 
difference maker. You can do more than just survive your first year — you can thrive!

Presented by: Juan Santos, Tomball ISD; Michelle Martin, Cypress-Fairbanks ISD
Room: 232 (capacity 70)

The 403B: YOUR Educator Retirement Plan
Learn the basics of your 403B retirement plan. We will discuss what it is, how to enroll 
and the benefits of the plan. Prepare for your future now with a plan that is designed just 
for you.

Presented by: Cesar Olivares, SWBC Investment Services
Room: 215 (capacity 50)

Educator Boundaries and Social Media 
This presentation addresses what a teacher needs to know to build appropriate educator/
student relationships. It addresses the boundaries between students and teachers in 
communication and legal issues teachers face with social media.

Presented by: Kim Alvarez, Alvin ISD
Room: 219 (capacity 50)

Session 2
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
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What to Do When You Don’t Know What to Do: 
Ethical Decision-Making for Teachers
From grades and testing to parent interactions and social media, teachers face difficult 
situations in which they must make ethical decisions. What do you do when you don’t 
know what to do? Use an ethical decision-making model as a framework for gathering 
information, documenting your decision-making process and implementing a plan of 
action. Come learn about ethical decision-making models and practice applying them in 
educational dilemmas.

Presented by: John T. Spoede, Houston Baptist University; Polly Trevino, Houston Baptist 
University; Angie Durand, Houston Baptist University
Room: 213 (capacity 50)

Create Happiness in Your Everyday Life by Managing Stress, Creating a Positive 
Mindset and Building Good Habits 
If you are like most new teachers, you have a busy life juggling work, family, friends and 
other commitments. Such a life may lead you to feel more stressed and less happy, which 
can negatively impact your performance at school. This talk will teach you how to use 
research-based practical strategies to create happiness in your everyday life by managing 
stress, creating a positive mindset and building good habits. By consciously creating 
happiness in your busy everyday schedule, you will reduce stress and improve your 
performance to fulfill your commitments, including being the best teacher you can be.

Presented by: Angélica Ribeiro, University of St. Thomas
Room: 208 (capacity 25)

The Stories Behind Your Students: How Empathy Impacts A Classroom 
Every student that walks through your classroom door will have a story that shapes 
and impacts how he/she approaches learning. A teacher has the power and privilege to 
influence students’ perceptions of both themselves and the learning process. Educators 
are entrusted with the task of preparing students to navigate an increasingly complex 
world, and empathy may be the most powerful skill set for educators as they begin to 
make connections with their students. Come to this session to discover how looking 
through an empathic lens will help you to build relationships and understand the story 
behind each of your students. You will leave knowing more about the students in our 
schools today and with concrete activities that you can use as you begin your adventure 
in your own classroom. 

Presented by: Debra Campbell, Houston ISD; Michael McDonough, Houston ISD
Room: 302 (capacity 50)
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Strategies for Getting Your First Teaching Job 
An interactive workshop designed to help you land your first job. Strategies include 
proper etiquette and how to answer and ask the “hooking questions” that put you on the 
top of every principal’s list. (for spring 2019 graduates ONLY)

Presented by: Nathan Boughton, Aldine ISD; Scott Corrick, Aldine ISD
Room: 222A (capacity 50)

Enhance Your Interview and Hiring Potential With an Electronic Portfolio 
Increase your hiring potential with a showcase portfolio. This presentation will show you 
samples of an exemplary portfolio to give you ideas. 

Presented by: Hsin-Hui Lin, University of Houston-Victoria; Lynn Freeman, University of 
Houston-Victoria
Room: 328 (capacity 20)

Teaching English Language Learners Effectively in Your First Year
This session will help new graduates understand how students are identified, served and 
progressed in their linguistic abilities through bilingual or ESL programs. After receiving 
an overview of state requirements for school districts and recent research in the field, 
participants will learn firsthand how Channelview ISD is implementing a successful dual 
language program one grade level per year.

Presented by: Magdalena Garcia, Channelview ISD
Room: 210 (capacity 32)
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Panelists

Dee Knox, Principal, Fort Bend Independent School District
Dee Knox, principal of Dulles Middle School in Fort Bend ISD, has over 25 years of 
experience in education. Knox has been an administrator for the last 14 years at 
the elementary and secondary levels and was named the Fort Bend ISD Secondary 
Principal of the Year in 2017. She graduated from Houston Baptist University with a 
bachelor’s degree in education and completed her master’s degree in administration 
and supervision at the University of Houston. Knox is grounded by her faith, family 
and her profound love for students. She has been married to her to husband, Wade, 
for 30 years and has two children.

Michael McDonough, Principal, Houston Independent School District
Michael McDonough is finishing his 27th year as an educator and is currently 
the principal of Bellaire High School. In addition to leading a campus of 3,300 
students and 250 faculty/staff, he serves within Houston ISD as lead principal for 
two middle schools and one elementary school. Graduating from the University 
of Houston with a degree in philosophy, McDonough has not taken the typical 
path toward leadership. He prides himself on building strong relationships with all 
stakeholders and is most happy when he is “riffing” with others on an innovative 
idea. McDonough has been married to his wife, Jennifer, for 22 years, has a 
sophomore at UH and a 12th grader at Kinder HSPVA. You can follow him on Twitter 
(@m_squaredbhs) or read his blog (www.exploring-leadership.com). Finally, after 
recently completing his 12th half marathon, he is excited to be training for his first 
full marathon #HoustonMarathon2020.

Ruben Rodriguez, Principal, Channelview Independent School District
Ruben Rodriguez is in his 13th year with Channelview ISD, currently serving as 
principal of DeZavala Elementary. He began his educational career in 2006 at Alice 
Johnson Jr. High, where he taught eighth-grade mathematics for five years and 
served as an assistant principal for six years, before becoming principal in 2017. 
In 2009 he was named Secondary Teacher of the Year for Channelview ISD and in 
2018 was named Elementary Principal of the Year. He received a bachelor of arts in 
mathematics from the University of Houston and a master of science in educational 
management from the University of Houston-Clear Lake. He is passionate about 
education and instilling a love of learning in all students, so that they may reach 
their full potential and experience a joyful and purposeful life.

Continued  on  page 12
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LaDon Ward, Principal, Aldine Independent School District
LaDon Ward has 30 years of experience in public education, having served all of those years 
in Aldine ISD. A proud Aldine High School graduate, Ward is also a graduate of Sam Houston 
State University, where she received a bachelor of fine arts and a principal’s certification.  
Ward also received a master’s of counseling from Prairie View A&M University. She has 
served as a paraprofessional, classroom teacher, language arts skills specialist, counselor 
and assistant principal. Ward is currently serving in her fifth year as principal at Conley 
Elementary School. She says making connections with the community and instilling a love 
for learning in her scholars is the driving force that helps to keep her motivated.
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Job Fair Participants
Aldine ISD
Alief ISD
Alvin ISD
Archdiocese of Galveston – Houston
Bastrop ISD
Bloom Academy
Bloomington ISD
Brazosport ISD
Bryan ISD
Channelview ISD
Clear Creek ISD
Cleveland ISD
College of Education Graduate Studies
Conroe ISD
Crosby ISD
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD
Dayton ISD
Denton ISD
Dickinson ISD
El Campo ISD
Fort Bend ISD
Friendswood ISD
Galveston ISD
GCEFCU - Sponsorship
Goose Creek CISD
Harmony Public Schools
Harris County Dept. of Education
Houston ISD
Huffman ISD
Humble ISD

International Leadership of Texas
Katy ISD
Kern High School District
Kidventure
Killeen ISD
KIPP
Klein ISD
La Porte ISD
Lamar Consolidated ISD
Magnolia ISD
Midland ISD
Milby High School - HISD
New Caney ISD
Pasadena ISD
Pearland ISD
Pflugerville ISD
Richardson ISD
Royal ISD
School of Science and Technology
Sheldon ISD
Southwest Schools
Spring Branch ISD
Stafford Municipal School District
Tarkington ISD
Texas City ISD
The Lawson Academy
Tomball ISD
Tyler ISD
Westside High School - HISD
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Amber Thompson, University of Houston

Paula Canada, University of Houston

Conference Planning 
Team

About the Hosts

The Houston Area Teacher Center (HATC) is a cooperative effort of 
the University of Houston College of Education and Houston-area school 
districts whose major purpose is to improve students’ education through 
strong preparation of educators working in preK-20 schools. Founded in 
1970, HATC includes roughly three dozen districts and is believed to be the 
nation’s oldest and largest teacher center.

The University of Houston College of Education merges research and 
real-world experiences to train teachers, principals, counselors, psychol-
ogists, health educators and other academic leaders. The College serves 
about 3,000 students. In 2018 the College won the Distinguished Teacher 
Education Program Award from the Association of Teacher Educators.

Participating Universities
Houston Baptist University
Texas Southern University

University of Houston
University of Houston–Clear Lake
University of Houston–Downtown

University of St. Thomas
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Special Thanks
All panelists, presenters and session chairs
Association of Texas Professional Educators 
Gulf Coast Educators Federal Credit Union

Kidventure
Texas State Teachers Association

Julia Arceneaux, Gulf Coast Educators Federal Credit Union
Kasi Bundoc, University of Houston-Downtown

Lizbeth Casiano, University of Houston
Ron Coleman, University of Houston

Shea Culpepper, University of Houston
Delilah Davis, Texas Southern University

Sascha Holmes, Hilton University of Houston
Miranda Jasso, University of Houston
Jean Kiekel, University of St. Thomas

Ava Mathis, Houston Baptist University 
Ericka Mellon, University of Houston

Luke McGinty, Kidventure
Sylvia Molina, Hilton University of Houston

Kelly Moore, University of Houston-Clear Lake
Kathleen Patnaude, University of Houston

Kevin Pham, University of Houston
Daniel Pineda, University of Houston
Jaime Questell, University of Houston

Beverly Roberts, Prairie View A&M University
Tim Rosas, University of Houston
Beth Saunders, Alonti Catering

Bristi Shrestha, University of Houston
Frances Smith, Texas State Teachers Association

Jeylan Yassin, University of Houston
Aimee Young, University of Houston
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Volunteers

Katerin Aguiluz

Dina Ahmed

Mayan Atzin

Vanessa Cervantes

Noor Fortner

Ruth Frausto

Jasmine Guardado

Caroline Henry 

Aracely Lopez

Nini Nguyen

Andrea Pineda

Lauren Sawyer

Tiffany Vu

Mengfan Wang
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The Houston Area Teacher Center 
Conference & Student Teacher Job Fair 

is brought to you by:

Gold Sponsor ($1,000+):

Bronze Sponsors ($100-$499)

Kidventure


